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Volunteers sought for USNS Mercy
Dentists, others recruited for humanitarian mission

By Judy Jakush

San Diego—The University of California San Diego, one of the major civilian

partners for the Navy's USNS Mercy May-September Pacific Partnership 2008, is

recruiting volunteers for this mission.

"We will be able to bring on volunteers in the pharmaceutical, dental, medical and

surgical professions," said Dr. Irvin Silverstein, UCSD dental director/advisor.

"Residents, students and preprofessional students from each of these fields are

also welcome. We will be able to take volunteers from other schools and the private

sector. Volunteers need to cover the cost of airfare to and from the ship's location.

All costs are covered once each volunteer meets the ship."

This ship is a floating hospital with pharmacy, dental, veterinary and other medically

related departments. Civilian students and health care professionals—volunteering

through nongovernmental organizations like the UCSD Pre-Dental Society—work in

conjunction with Navy physicians, surgeons, dentists and pharmacists to provide

health care for the underserved in foreign countries. This mission will visit several

countries in the Southeast Asia/Pacific area including Vietnam, the Philippines,

Timor-Leste, the Federated States of Micronesia and Papua New Guinea.

Patients will be brought aboard the ship for surgical procedures and teams will be

sent ashore to provide surgical screenings, immunizations, optometry,

pharmaceutical and dental services.

"These teams will have the opportunity to work together with their counterparts in

the host nations. This will be a time in which relationships can be formed between

host countries and the U.S. teams. Hopefully, these dialogues will continue in the

future," said Dr. Silverstein, who advises the UCSD Pre-Dental Society and Student-

Run Free Dental clinics. "Not only is the Mercy an opportunity for the different

professions within health care to work together, but professionals from all around

the world will be joining together to provide services for those in need in the host

countries."

The Navy expects to partner with countries including (but not limited to) Canada,

Japan, New Zealand, Australia, South Korea, Singapore, India, Chile and Portugal

for volunteers to work side by side with American doctors. The U.S. Public Health

Service will also be sending volunteers.

The Navy will be helping rebuild infrastructure in these countries such as fixing

schools, hospitals and other facilities for which the host nation requests help, he

said. There will be an opportunity to teach various health-related activities to host

nation professional staff and civilians. Civilian volunteers will be allowed to assist the

Navy with these projects.

Dr. Silverstein expressed his thanks for a donation of four CEREC machines from

Email

Print

Share

http://www.ada.org/1384.aspx
http://www.ada.org/ada/findadentist/members/membersearch.aspx
http://www.ada.org/22.aspx
http://catalog.ada.org/
http://www.ada.org/index.aspx
http://www.ada.org/news/news.aspx
http://www.ada.org/news/archive.aspx
http://www.ada.org/news/5251.aspx
http://www.ada.org/news/news.aspx
http://www.ada.org/news/archive.aspx
http://www.ada.org/7284.aspx
http://www.ada.org/3512.aspx
http://www.ada.org/50.aspx
http://www.ada.org/51.aspx
http://www.ada.org/52.aspx
http://careercenter.ada.org/
http://marketplace.ada.org/
mailto:?subject=From%20the%20American%20Dental%20Association%20Web%20Site&body=The%20sender%20thought%20you%20might%20like%20to%20view%20this%20page:%20http://www.ada.org/news/2217.aspx
javascript:void(0);
http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=xa-4af99cea7105e58e


7/13/13 Volunteers sought for USNS Mercy - American Dental Association - ADA.org

www.ada.org/news/2217.aspx 2/2

   211 East Chicago Av e.

Chicago, IL 60611-2678

312 - 440 - 2500

Contact Us / Priv acy  Policy  / Terms of  Use / Adv ertise / Media Inquiries / JADA / MouthHealthy .org

Copy right © 1995-2013 American Dental Association.

Reproduction or republication strictly  prohibited without prior written permission.

 

Sirona for use during the mission. "Using CEREC for restorations will be a first for

this type of mission," he said.

Spaces are limited for these opportunities. For more information, please contact Dr.

Silverstein at dsilverstein22@cox.net and let him know your interest and your

background as soon as possible.

To learn about more international volunteer opportunities, please contact the ADA's

Center for International Development and Affairs, 1-312-440-2727 or e-mail

international@ada.org. 
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